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 ‘AN EVANGELICAL MANIFESTO’ DEFINES FASTEST GROWING  
CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT’S IDENTITY AND PUBLIC COMMITMENT: 

Prominent Christian Leaders Seek to Overcome Cultural, Political Overtones and 
Reaffirm Identity, Reform Behavior and Reposition Evangelicals in Public  

 
WASHINGTON, D.C., May 7, 2008 – An Evangelical Manifesto: The Washington Declaration of 
Evangelical Identity and Public Commitment, a comprehensive document drafted by a steering 
committee of eight leading theologians and Christian leaders – including Drs. Os Guinness, John 
Huffman and Richard Mouw -- and affirmed by more than 70 other charter signatories was released 
today at a press conference at the National Press Club in Washington. 
 

The Manifesto makes a clear statement about what it means to be an Evangelical and clarifies 
where this fastest growing movement of the Christian faith stands on issues in public life.  It further 
identifies three major mandates for Evangelicals in today‟s culture, calling for a Reaffirmation of 
Identity; a Reformation in Behavior and a Repositioning in Society. 

 
 “Today we declare boldly that we are unashamed to be Evangelical and Evangelicals,” said 

Dr. Guinness, primary drafter of the document.  “To affirm who we are and where we stand is 
important because we Evangelicals, along with people of all faiths and ideologies, represent one of 
the greatest challenges of the global era: living with our deepest differences, especially when those 
religious or ideological differences are ultimate and irreducible.” 

 
In the 1950‟s a common definition of the term Evangelical was “anyone who agreed with Billy 

Graham.”  Over the decades since, not only has the moniker become marginalized, the movement 
has grown from a sliver to a huge tent that encompasses many strands – all committed to a common 
message, with various and diverse priorities, positions and platforms. 

 
Keenly aware of the hour of history in which we live, more than a year ago a group of 

Evangelical leaders met to discuss concerns about the confusions and corruptions surrounding the 
term Evangelical in recent years that have grown so deep that the character of what it means has 
been obscured and its importance lost. Recognizing that many people outside the movement now 
doubt that the term Evangelical is ever positive, and even more inside now wonder whether it any 
longer serves a useful purpose, they organized a steering committee to draft a document that 
reclaims the term to reflect the original meaning within the community of faith and before the culture. 

 
Dr. Guinness was one of the steering committee that organized today‟s press conference, 

which also included Dr. Huffman, senior pastor of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Newport 
Beach, Calif., and board chair of Christianity Today International; Dr. Mouw, President and Professor 
of Christian Philosophy, Fuller Theological Seminary; David Neff, Editor-in-chief and vice president, 
Christianity Today Media Group; Jesse Miranda, Distinguished Professor and Director of the Jesse 
Miranda Center for Hispanic Leadership, Vanguard University; Dallas Willard, Professor, School of 
Philosophy, University of Southern California; Timothy George, Dean, Beeson Divinity School; 
Richard Ohman, businessman; and Larry Ross, President, A. Larry Ross Communications.  
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A group of nearly 80 early adopters has primed the pump as charter signatories for this 

inclusive opportunity that is open for all Evangelical leaders and laity to embrace by similarly showing 
their identification and support by reading and signing the document at 
www.EvangelicalManifesto.com.   

 
Neither the signers nor non-signers of this important declaration define the document, as it is 

the full Evangelical Manifesto defines itself.  It further describes Evangelicals as “Christians who 
define themselves, their faith, and their lives according to the Good News of Jesus of Nazareth.” The 
word “Evangelical” comes from the Greek word for Good News or Gospel. 

 
The Manifesto stands apart from two trends in contemporary Christian thought -- liberal 

revisionism and conservative fundamentalism.  Revisionism caved in to worldly pressures, the 
Evangelicals say, and fundamentalism has defied the world in a destructive way. 

 
“Fundamentalism and the Religious Right represent the greatest barrier to Americans 

appreciating the „good news‟ that defines what it means to be Evangelical and Christian,” said Dr. 
Huffman, senior pastor of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Newport Beach, Calif., and board chair 
of Christianity Today International.  “Evangelicals should be defined theologically, not politically, 
socially or culturally, as they too often are.” 

 
The signatories holds Evangelicals up to criticism, saying they have been known to betray their 

beliefs with their behavior, keeping in mind that they themselves must also be shaped by the good 
news.  “We humbly but clearly call for a restoration of the Evangelical reforming principle, and 
therefore for deep reformation and renewal in all Christian ways of life and thought,” the document 
reads.  “We call all who follow Jesus to keep his commandment and love one another, to be true to 
our unity in him that underlies all lesser differences, and to practice first the reconciliation in the 
church that is so needed in the wider world.  

 
“In a society divided by identity and gender politics, Christians must witness by their lives to the 

way their identity in Jesus transcends all such differences,” the document continues.  “We call for an 
expansion of our concern beyond single-issue politics, such as abortion and marriage, and a fuller 
recognition of the comprehensive causes and concerns of the Gospel, and of all the human issues 
that must be engaged in public life.” 

 
The Manifesto repudiates the partisans of both a sacred public square that gives preference in 

public life to one religion, and a naked public square that would make all religious expression 
inviolably private and keep the public square inviolably secular.  
 

In contrast to these extremes, the Manifesto calls for a civil public square, representing a vision 
of public life in which citizens of all faiths are free to enter and engage the public square on the basis 
of their faith with a working respect for the rights of all, even those with whom they would disagree.  

 
The full text of the Evangelical Manifesto is available for anyone to read or sign at 

www.EvangelicalManifesto.com.     
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Note to Editors: For a full text of ‘An Evangelical Manifesto,’ bios, background materials, photo and print 
resources, and archived video of the press conference, please visit www.EvangelicalManifesto.com/media or 
www.alrcnewskitchen.com/EvangelicalManifesto/media. 
 
To arrange an interview, please contact Vicki Morgan at 972.267.1111 or 469.774.6377 or via e-mail at 
Vicki@alarryross.com. 
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